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years of excellent service to students and
young adults across the country. | salute Job
Corps on a job well-done, and extend my best
wishes for continued success in the future.

———

44TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GAY
AND LESBIAN ACTIVISTS ALLI-
ANCE OF WASHINGTON, DC
(GLAA)

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in celebrating the 44th anniversary of the Gay
and Lesbian Activists Alliance of Washington,
DC (GLAA), a much-valued human rights or-
ganization that has long been a local leader in
the struggle for equal rights for the lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) com-
munity.

Since its founding, in April 1971, GLAA has
been a respected and tireless advocate for full
and equal rights for the District of Columbia,
and has been at the forefront of efforts to
strengthen enforcement of the landmark D.C.
Human Rights Act of 1977. One of GLAA’s
most significant achievements, on which it
worked with coalition partners, D.C. elected of-
ficials, and District residents, was enactment
of the District of Columbia Religious Freedom
and Civil Marriage Equality Amendment Act,
which permits same-sex couples to marry in
the District.

GLAA has also stoutly defended the Dis-
trict's comprehensive human rights law; has
been an outspoken advocate for LGBT youth
and seniors; has stood up for the rights of
LGBT consumers; has upheld the rights of
transgender people, including equal treatment
by police and access to culturally competent
healthcare; and has built and nurtured coali-
tions with other constituencies to advance
these causes and defend the District’'s auton-
omy.

At GLAA’s 44th anniversary reception on
April 23, 2015, the recipients of its 2015 Dis-
tinguished Service Awards will be recognized,
including:

Alexandra Andrea Beninda serves as a
member of the D.C. Commission on Human
Rights. She is a dedicated transgender advo-
cate and community volunteer. She has also
served as a board member for Equality Vir-
ginia, Treasurer of the Virginia Partisans Gay
and Lesbian Democratic Club, Treasurer of
the Gertrude Stein Democratic Club, and a
board member for the DC Center for the
LGBT Community. She has represented the
Stein Club on the D.C. Democratic State Com-
mittee. She is an active member and Assistant
Treasurer at All Souls Unitarian Church.

Chuck Hicks is a longtime specialist in Black
history and strong supporter of HIV/AIDS pre-
vention and treatment. He is founder and chair
of the DC Black History Celebration Com-
mittee, and collaborated with the DC Commis-
sion on the Arts and Humanities in last year’s
multimedia production on Bayard Rustin and
James Baldwin, and this year’s production on
Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis. He is founder and
chair of Bread for the Soul. He has also
served on the board of the Whitman-Walker
Clinic. He led creation of a local host com-
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mittee for the dedication of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Memorial, and served on the D.C.
Mayor's Committee on the 50th Anniversary of
the 1963 March on Washington. He currently
serves on the Commission on Aging, D.C.
Commission on African-American Men and
Boys, Commission on African-American Af-
fairs, and the MLK Holiday Commission.

Anne Phelps is a former D.C. Council Com-
mittee Director for the Committee on the Judi-
ciary and Public Safety, serving under then-
chairman Tommy Wells. Before that, she was
Committee Director for the Committee on Li-
braries, Parks, Recreation, and Planning, and
General Counsel for the Committee on Trans-
portation and Public Works. During her tenure
on the Judiciary and Public Safety Committee,
the following bills supported by GLAA were
passed: the Marriage Officiant Amendment Act
of 2013; JaParker Deoni Jones Birth Certifi-
cate Equality Amendment Act of 2013; Mar-
riage License Issuance Amendment Act of
2013; Civil Marriage Dissolution Equality Clari-
fication Amendment Act of 2014; Repeal of
Prostitution Free Zones Amendment Act of
2014; and Human Rights Amendment Act of
2014. During her previous committee post,
she shepherded the Youth Bullying Prevention
Act of 2012. She continues to work on LGBT
issues as Legislative Director for Ward 6
Councilmember Charles Allen.

| ask the House to join me in honoring the
recipients of GLAA’s 2015 Distinguished Serv-
ice Award and celebrating GLAA’s 44 years of
contributions to the LGBT community in the
District of Columbia.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kellan
Langfield for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Kellan Langfield is a 10th grader at Standley
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kellan
Langfield is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Kellan Langfield for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———

IN HONOR OF MRS. MAGGIE L.
CRIMES
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a woman of grace, class and
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dignity, Mrs. Maggie Crimes. Sadly, Mrs.
Crimes passed away on April 17, 2015. Her
funeral service was held on April 19, 2015, at
New Hope Baptist Church in Preston, Georgia.

Mrs. Crimes was born in Webster County,
Georgia on September 1, 1927, to the union
of the late Mr. Willie Muff and the late Mrs.
Evelyn Hawkins Muff Colbert Holley.

She was educated in the Webster County
School System. At an early age, she joined
Shiloh Baptist Church in Preston, Georgia. In
later years, she was a dedicated member of
New Hope Baptist Church, also in Preston. In
1944, she married Mr. Jimmie Lee Crimes, Sr.
This union produced ten children.

Following in the footsteps of the great Afri-
can American woman entrepreneur, Madame
C.J. Walker, she pursued her entrepreneurial
dreams and opened Mom’s Kitchen in Preston
in 1981. At the request of former President
Jimmy Carter, she opened a second Mom’s
Kitchen location in Plains, Georgia in 2000.

She made Mom’s Kitchen a family affair, as
many of her children and other relatives are
employed in the business. Mom’s is a place
where you can get a good meal, get good
customer service, and talk about the burning
issues of the day. Mother Crimes made Mom'’s
Kitchen a place that is welcoming to all people
from many diverse backgrounds. She was a
dear friend to me and my wife, Vivian. She
gave me a platform and venue at Mom’s
Kitchen that | used on many occasions to
interact with constituents.

Mother Crimes was a great woman who
treated all people with respect. She loved her
God. She was honest, hardworking, and al-
ways told you the truth. She instilled these val-
ues in all of her children. Mom truly believed
in the words of George Washington Carver,
when he said, “How far you go in life depends
on your being tender with the young, compas-
sionate with the aged, sympathetic with the
striving and tolerant of the weak and the
strong. Because someday in life you will have
been all of these.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in honoring the life and legacy of Mrs.
Maggie Crimes and in extending condolences
on behalf of my wife and the more than
730,000 people of the Second Congressional
District. | know that her ten children, forty-
three grandchildren, sixty-two great grand-
children, and four great great grandchildren
will all miss her presence and wise counsel.
But, | know that they will be more determined
than ever to carry out her legacy. Heaven now
has the “best cook” around and Mom now
serves in the “greatest kitchen” of all.

——

RECOGNIZING ST. CLOUD HONOR
FLIGHT
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Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the World War |l veterans
from St. Cloud, Minnesota, as they visit our
nation’s capital as part of the Honor Flight pro-
gram.

This afternoon | had the honor of meeting
the St. Cloud Honor Flight as they visited the
World War Il Memorial down on the National
Mall. The remaining men and women of the
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